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Reduce it: Computer Misuse Act

The Computer Misuse Act was passed in 1990 so that there was a legal way of addressing a growing number of computer related issues and crimes.  It enables people who hack into computer systems, even if it is just for fun, to be prosecuted.  You might not realise it, but accessing any computer system without authorisation is a crime.  If you were to log onto your friend’s account without their permission then you are breaking the law.  If you log into anyone else’s account with the intent of damaging or deleting files then that is a serious offence.  
Other offences covered under the Computer Misuse Act are things such as phishing, writing computer viruses, malware, trojans or malicious scripts.  If you knowingly transmit any viruses or malware, perhaps by email, a website or hidden in a piece of software then you could be convicted and face a prison sentence or a hefty fine.  

However, very few people have been successfully prosecuted because it can be difficult to trace who was responsible and even more difficult to prove intent to cause damage.
Table 1 – write down the 20 most important words in the text above

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Table 2 – Reduce these to the 8 most important words
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