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Data Protection Act (1998)
Use the teach-ict.com site to find out the answers to the following questions.  Try to answer the questions in your own words.
1. Give two examples of companies that hold personal data about you.

	1.



	2.




2. What is the purpose of the Data Protection Act?

	


3. What does the term, ‘personal data’ mean?

	


4. Who is a ‘data subject’?

	


5. What is a ‘data controller’?

	


6. What is the role of the ‘Information Commissioner’?

	


7. The eight principles of the Data Protection Act:

	Principle
	This means .....

	Personal data should be obtained and processed fairly and lawfully
	

	Personal data can be held only for specified and lawful purposes
	

	Personal data should be adequate, relevant and not excessive for the required purpose
	

	Personal data should be accurate and kept up-to-date
	

	Personal data should not be kept for longer than is necessary
	

	Data must be processed in accordance with the data subject’s rights
	

	Appropriate security measures must be taken against unauthorised access
	

	Personal data cannot be transferred to countries outside the EU unless they have similar legislation.
	


8. What does ‘sensitive data’ mean?
	


9. Give three examples of sensitive data

	1.



	2.



	3.




10.
	Your Rights
	This means ......

	Right to access your data
	

	Right to change, block, remove incorrect data
	

	Right to compensation if damage and distress is suffered by the Act not being followed
	

	Right to prevent processing lightly to cause damage or distress
	

	Right to prevent processing for the purposes of direct marketing
	

	Rights in relation to automated decision making
	


11. Identify three circumstances where specific organisations might be exempt from having to provide information about the personal data being held on individuals
	1.



	2.



	3.
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