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The Data Protection Act 
1. Companies now store vast amounts of information about data subjects.  Explain who a ‘data subject’ is. (1)

	


2. What does the term ‘data user’ mean?.

	


3. Explain why the Data Protection Act was introduced (2)

	


4. Describe four ways the Data Protection Act (1998) aims to protect individuals from the misuse of personal data. (4)

	1.



	2.



	3.



	4.




5. A GP’s surgery stores information about its patients on the computer.  Much of this is very personal or confidential.  Other than name and address, state two other items of personal data that the surgery might hold about its patients. (2)

	1.



	2.




6. Describe three things that the surgery could do to make sure the data was kept safe from unauthorised people (3)

	1.



	2.



	3.




7. Explain what sensitive data is and give three examples of sensitive data that should not be kept about individuals. (4)

	Sensitive data is ...




	Example 1.



	Example 2.



	Example 3.




8. Delta Ltd has decided to make some money by selling customer information to a rival company.  Explain the two things that Delta Ltd must have done before it can sell the data. (2)

	


9. Charlotte has just been refused a car loan she needed.  She cannot understand why this happened since she has never missed a payment on other loans.  Describe how she can find out the reason why she was refused (3)

	


10. Information is collected all the time from and about people.  Some is covered under the Data Protection Act, some not.  State whether you think the following examples would be covered.

a. Your address  

b. How many years you have lived there

c. How many cars pass your house each day.

d. Your favourite pop group.

e. Your height which will be used to make a bar chart about heights of all pupils in your school. 
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